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Questions and Answers 


A s a librarian you do not have to know all the answers, but you certainly: 
should know where to look to find the answers. Never give an answer 
glibly from your private fund of knowledge, however reliable it may be. The: 
enquirer should always be presented with the volume, page, and paragraph 
and be allowed to read the information for himself. He may want more in” 
formation than his question indicates, or in reading for himself, he may find” 


further questions being posed to his active mind. The person who asks @, 
question of the librarian should always be made to feel that it is the librar 
which supplied the answer, not the librarian, who is “but a gatherer a) 
disposer of other men’s stuff.” 

To be able to do this, you must know the reference books in your collections Pa 
“And how,” you may wih: “do I do this without reading them?” The answer? 
is, not by idly glancing through them and picking up stray bits of informati n,! 
but by carefully studying them, by reading the introduction, the preface, the 
table of contents, even the title page, with concentration, to ascertain the/ 
type and scope of information the volume may contain. Such study will save: 
much valuable time and prevent floundering around when confronted vith 
questions. 

If the library has a reference collection that is not being used, it neni 
some good publicity. People who don’t read books still read newspapers and: 
a column in the local paper will reach a large number of people. If you have - 
a Friends of the Library group, one of them might be interested in writing) 
such a column once a month. This could comprise a review of a newly 
acquired reference book, some of the more unusual questions together with! 
the information and its sources, or some very humdrum, everyday ones. at 
people know that you have the answers to their questions. 4 

Reference work can and should be one of the most fascinating, rewasena 
and important aspects of library work. 


L. H. 
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THE LIBRARY AS COMMUNITY INFORMATION CENTER 
by 
BASIL M. MITCHELL 
Consultant for Technical Services 
Free Public Library Commission, Montpelier, Vt. 


T o the librarian preparing her annual report, the rehearsal of the last 
year’s activities seemed little different from the old story of past years. 
Adult reading was definitely falling off, and there seemed to be even less 
contact with those families in the community that had no young representa- 
tive attending the village school. As she thought over the old routine, which, 
despite the interest she prided herself on bringing to her librarianship, she 
had to admit was more than a little dull, Mrs. Brown passed by. 

“Tf the Browns were only readers,” the librarian pondered. ‘They are well- 
to-do farmers, and they are active in the civic affairs of the town, but they 
never come in the library. When I asked Mr. Brown once what he liked to 
read, he said he had no time. There are so many here like them. It must all 
be the fault of TV.” 


But as our imaginary librarian in our imaginary town thought of these 
things, Mrs. Brown was concerned with the purchase of new linoleum for her 
kitchen. What qualities should she look for? There were so many new mate- 
rials for making linoleum. She was puzzled. 


Mr. Brown is a dairy farmer, and he sometimes cannot leave the barn until 
9 at night. When he does, he is tired, and for an hour or so he watches tele- 
vision. Last night he had seen a program on Alaskan Eskimos. For reasons 
known only to himself, he was intensely interested. As he watched the flicker- 
ing record of these people near Anchorage, he wondered, “Where did they 
come from? Why did they remain in so cold a region? Is their language like 
any other?” And even after the set was turned off, these questions turned 
- over and over in his mind—these, and the difficulties he was experiencing in 
subdividing some tracts of land at the north end of his farm. He wanted to 
sell these for summer residence sites, and he was anxious to make the lot 
divisions as attractive as possible to buyers. 

In the morning the questions about the Eskimos were forgotten, but the 
questions of the land remained as vexing as ever. Mrs. Brown bought her 
new linoleum, made this time of something called vinyl. It looked good, but 
she did not know what to expect of it in wear nor the best means of cleaning 
and maintaining it. 

Every day brings new questions to the Browns. Most of them are practical 
matters associated with their daily living, and many of them go unanswered. 
They have not developed the confidence over the years that their town library 
can supply any of these answers—can assist them in building a better life. 
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Posters Pages 2 and 3 by Mrs. Janet Renshaw, Vt., Free Public Library Commission. 


In the New England tradition the town library stands as a monument to 
the culture and the love of learning in the town. Its presence is a matter of 
great pride, and if over the years it has become associated only with supply- 
ing the needs of the local school and the recreational needs of the few ardent 
readers in the community, it is hardly the fault of the present librarian. The 
role of the library in practical affairs, its position as the important authority 
in the community for answering questions of a practical or intellectual nature 
has been neglected in our smaller libraries over many years. The resultant 
falling off in adult interest is not the direct result of TV or of any other facile 
mode of communication. It is more importantly connected with the passive 
position of the library, with the fact that its informational materials are too 
few or are outdated, the fact that the librarian has not taken the trouble to 
learn the use of such materials as she does have at hand for answering ques- 
tions, the fact that as one aspect of the classical tradition which produced the 
library, practical matters have been outside its scope and interest. 

The purpose of this article is to introduce the librarian to the informational 
function of the community library and to present a useful selection of refer- 
ence books to meet the needs of varying budgetary situations. 

If the smaller library is to exist as anything more than a cultural symbol, 
if it is to meét the genuine needs of the community and, therefore, be respect- 

















Photos Pages 2 and 3 by Houston Studio, Montpelier, Vt. 


fully treated when budgetary matters arise in town meeting, it must assert 
its function as a dependable, authoritative source of information in the 
community which it serves. 

What, then, is the procedure for improving the informational function in 
the small library? 

The first problem is the selection and provision of books which are designed 
to answer questions. Books of this type are known to librarians as “reference 
books.”’ As the name implies, they are books we refer to for a quick answer 
to a specific question. They are not usually written so as to be read through. 


The World Almanac or a dictionary is an example of this type of book. As 
in any problem of book selection, the librarian must know and be able to 
anticipate the needs of her community. In the selection of reference books, 
moreover, this community knowledge must go much deeper than mere lit- 
erary tastes. How does the community live? What are its agricultural, com- 
mercial, or industrial endeavors? What are the recreational activities and 
hobbies? What organized groups are there, and what are their interests? How 
are the citizens involved in political affairs? The librarian must be able to 
answer all these questions from intimate personal knowledge before a really 
adequate job in selecting reference books can be done. 
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The list of reference books appended to this article has been prepared 
with the small community library in mind. Reference books are expensive as 
a group, and selection for this list has been made with cost as a primary 
consideration. The price of a good dictionary or an atlas would buy two or 
three novels. The librarian who has never bought reference books and who 
has never attempted to offer an information service to the town is apt to be 
discouraged by this wide price variation. “Why should I spend so much 
money for books I am not sure will ever be used?” she may ask. The answer 
can be given only by the librarian herself. If she judiciously selects those 
books she believes are capable of filling a need which exists in her town and 
the use of which she is willing to promote, her expenditure will be a wise one. 

The usual standards so well known to librarians for selecting reference 
books, those of authority, recency, style, typography, etc., have been set 
aside for our purposes in the interest of obtaining the largest useful assembly 
of facts for the least money. For this purpose, many reference titles now 
available in paperback editions have been recommended. Perhaps in no other 
subject field in publishing has the paperback made so much available for so 
little. 

In the interest of those libraries with no more than $25 available for 
investment in reference books, a primary, or suggested minimum list is in- 
dicated by all titles marked with a single asterisk (*). These titles will be 
most interesting to the library with very little experience in reference work 
and with no collection on which to build. They are basic to any reference 
collection. Books marked in this way have been selected as the result of a 
survey of minimum reference needs in a number of small libraries. 

A supplementary list with a total purchase price of about $50 is indicated 
with a dagger (+). The books thus indicated may be considered for addi- 
tion to the primary selection. Thus, with an investment of $75, a depend- 
able collection is available to the library already experienced in some phases 
of reference work where, in the judgment of the librarian, the community 
situation shows some opportunity for increased information service. 

The complete list represents a total investment of about $200, depending 
on bookseller’s discounts. It is doubtful that any one library may wish to 
make the initial purchase of the total list. As it stands here, its chief useful- 
ness may be in the titles it will suggest to the librarian. 

A good encyclopedia is a mainstay to any library. In fact, when reference 
work is mentioned, most librarians will immediately think of the encyclope- 
dias on their shelves, which they have used so often and have so seldom 
found wanting. The list of books supplied here is not suggested as a sub- 
stitute for a good encyclopedia, though many of the titles offer information 
which the experienced reference librarian would not expect to find in one. A 
series of reference workshops to be held by the Vermont Free Public Library 
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Commission during the spring months of 1959 will offer the librarians of Ver- 
mont the opportunity to examine copies of the books suggested here and to 
see demonstrations of their use. At the same time sample copies of the stand- 
ard encyclopedias will be available for examination. 


It must be emphasized that no matter how impressive or expensive a refer- 
ence collection may be, its worth to any library will be minimized if the 
librarian does not know how to use the books. The librarian should thoroughly 
acquaint herself with every book in her reference collection so that she may 
know what information she may expect to find and where. For example, it is 
as futile to expect Bartlett’s Familiar Quotations to supply the answer to a 
question concerning the population of Cambodia as it is to expect the World 
Almanac to give the author’s name for “To be or not to be...” In a survey 
of librarians using reference materials, it was found that all too frequently 
some of the most useful books stood neglected because the librarian had not 
become acquainted with them and did not know what she could expect them 
to do for her. 


Having secured the tools to work with, and having prepared herself with 
a knowledge of their use, it will be the task of many librarians to promote the 
informational service of her library by making these new resources known. 
Any new library service must have publicity, and reference work is no excep- 
tion. A question and answer column in the local newspaper is a suggestion. 
One of the best means of reaching the individuals in the community is through 
the groups they belong to. By assisting the social, civic, and study groups of 
the town in planning their programs, it is often possible to reach a new public. 

This brief survey of the library’s informational service has been based on 
the minimal budgetary situations within small libraries, and the many indexes 
to periodicals, bibliographical services, and more expensive titles have been 
omitted from our consideration. It is, however, much to our purpose to men- 
tion the useful information to be obtained from the free pamphlet material 
available to any library. A well organized file of such materials under con- 
venient subject headings is one of the most useful tools any reference librarian 
can have. Clippings from newspapers and magazines may also be incorporated 
into such a file or pasted into scrapbooks. Answers to local history questions 
can frequently be supplied from sources like these. Any reliable source of 
information has a place in the active reference collection. 

The opportunity for community information service is everywhere and may 


be in your town the chance you have been seeking for offering more and better 
library service. 
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WAKE UP 
AND READ! 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


ADULT NON-FICTION 


Mr. FRANK J. LILLIE 
Consultant for Special Services 


and 


Mrs. Estuer M. Swirt 


Assistant Regional Librarian 
Free Public Library Commission 


Montpelier, Vermont 


* Starred items recommended for 
young people. 


*AND A RIGHT GOOD CREW. Emily 
Kimbrough. Harper, $3.95. 


Another pleasant travel tale for the many 
reading fans of the footloose Miss Kim- 
brough. The itinerary for this sojourn is 
laid along the canals of England and Wales, 
and the right good crew of the title in- 
cludes Dorothy Stickney and Howard Lind- 
say (of Life With Father fame), Arthur 
Kober, producer, dramatist and short story 
writer, and, of course, Sophy Jacobs, trav- 
eling companion of past adventures. Charm- 
ing illustrations are drawn by Vasiliu. 


*ANTARCTIC ASSAULT. Commander 
Paul W. Frazier, USN. Dodd, Mead, 
$4.00. 

Starting with Operation Windmill in 1947, 
Commander Frazier relates the story of 
building scientific bases in the Antarctic for 
the International Geophysical Year. From 
this point the narrative jumps to 1955 and 
the beginning of Operation Deep Freeze 
which required three expeditions. As a staff 
member of the U. S. task force the author 
is able to give an intimate account of the 
tremendous job in delivering men and 
equipment to these remote spots. For men 
especially. Photographs. 


*THE BOOK OF NEGRO FOLKLORE, 
ed. by Langston Hughes and Arna Bon- 
temps. Dodd, Mead, $6.50. 

This collection by the well known Negro 

writers should be a welcome addition to 

any library. 624 pages of rhymes and tales, 
stories of slavery, ghosts, preachers, black 
magic and levees, sermons and gospel songs, 


11 


spirituals, ballads and blues and _ finally, 
songs, poetry and prose in the folk manner. 
A rich harvest, indeed, ranging from pre- 
Civil War days to the present and offering, 
as always, a blend of laughter and sadness. 


EZIO PINZA, AN AUTOBIOGRAPHY. 

With Robert Magidoff. Rinehart, $4.95. 
Star of opera, musical comedy, radio, tele- 
vision and serious drama, Pinza was one 
of the most loved as well as best-known 
singers of this century. Born in abject pov- 
erty, finished with schooling at thirteen, 
officer in the Italian army, he came to call 
America home. Reads as easily as fiction. 


FRIEND OF LIFE. Elizabeth Gray Vining. 
Lippincott, $6.00. 


Rufus Jones wrote over fifty books in his 
eighty-five years. Mystic, teacher, lecturer, 
executive, often called “the Quaker saint,” 
he was dedicated to living the embodiment 
of Christian faith. One of the truly great 
men of our age. The research has been 
meticulously done, and the facts well docu- 
mented, but this in no way detracts from 
the readability of the book. Inspiring read- 
ing for the more serious reader. 


JIM BEARD’S NEW BARBECUE COOK- 
BOOK. Random House, $2.95. 


A must for the growing army of outdoor 
chefs. In addition to 200 mouth-watering 
recipes ranging from the plain hamburger 
to such delicacies as broiled king crab legs, 
the contents include the basic techniques of 
barbecue cookery, equipment, and a direc- 
tory covering sources of supply. Illustrated. 


LISTENING POINT. Sigurd F. Olson. 
Knopf, $4.50. 
A noted ecologist, the author writes of the 
Quetico - Superior country in such lyric 
prose as to make even the most urban 
thrill to the call of the woods. The “cou- 
reurs de bois” called this area the “pays 
d’en haut.” Back of beyond it still is! 
Even in this age of atoms, man feels the 
urge to explore the last frontiers and dis- 
cover the unknown over the horizon. This 
book is a fine addition to the outdoor col- 
lection and will be enjoyed by indoor 
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“voyageurs” for the beauty of the writing. 
Francis Lee Jacques has captured the spirit 
of the text in handsome black and white 
drawings for each chapter head. 


MENTION MY NAME IN MOMBASA. 
Maureen and William McGivern. Dodd, 
Mead, $3.50. 


William McGivern and his wife, Maureen 
Daly (Seventeenth Summer), with their 
two young children, take a trip to Ireland, 
the land of their forebears. But don’t think 
they did any such prosaic thing as to go 
directly there. They went by way of France, 
Spain, Gibraltar, Iceland, Belgium, The 
Canary Islands, Morocco, Nigeria and other 
African points. The account of this some- 
what roundabout approach provides us 
with a very readable armchair voyage. 
Lighthearted, but with serious undertones, 
it is a somewhat sophisticated treatment. 


MISS ALCOTT OF CONCORD. Marjorie 
Worthington. Doubleday, $4.50. 


Always poor, often in pain, Louisa May 
Alcott was devoted to her family and her 
writing. Her earliest memories were of the 
impractical Bronson Alcott’s Mystics and 
Transcendentalists; she served as a Civil 
War nurse to the detriment of her health; 
she knew and worshipped Emerson; and 
shared Thoreau’s love for the out-of-doors. 
Miss Alcott lived interestingly in an in- 
teresting age. The author has skillfully 
interwoven extracts from journals and let- 
ters to create a living and moving biog- 
raphy of a courageous and talented woman. 


MOONLIGHT AT MIDDAY. Sally Car- 
righar. Knopf, $6.50. 


The author went to Alaska for two years 
of wildlife study and stayed a decade. De- 
scription of the country is beautiful, and 
her understanding of the natives is sym- 
pathetic. One chapter dealing with the love 
life of the Eskimo needs consideration be- 
fore purchase by some libraries, tho the 
subject is handled with reserve and dignity. 
Chapters considering political issues and 
congressional discrimination indicate a 
probably justifiable bias. Factually sound 
as well as interesting. 
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*MRS. R: THE LIFE OF ELEANOR 
ROOSEVELT. Alfred Steinberg. Putnam, 
$5.00. 


Using as his chief source material a vast 
assortment of Eleanor Roosevelt’s, and 
other, private papers never before released, 
the author has produced an immensely 
readable account of one of the outstanding 
women of our time. In this first full length 
biography, rich in anecdotes and glittering 
with references to political and social per- 
sonalities, Mrs. Roosevelt emerges as a 
world figure of considerable stature. An 
excellent choice for the library shelf. 


NEW HORIZONS IN LATIN AMERICA. 
John J. Considine. Dodd, Mead, $5.00. 


Father Considine’s latest book is of special 
interest to Catholic readers but its appeal 
is certainly not limited to this group. In 
tracing the past and present developments 
of the Catholic Church in Latin America 
he also covers the social and political aspects 
of the various countries. We are able to 
understand better their attitudes toward 
the United States. A section of the book is 
devoted to the rise of Protestantism in this 
part of the world. 


THE PENINSULA. Louise Dickinson Rich. 
Lippincott, $4.50. 


Frenchman Bay, Gouldsboro Bay and the 
open Atlantic are on three sides; U. S. 
Route # 1 is the fourth side. So most of 
the rush of modernity has bypassed the 
peninsula. People who wrest a meager liv- 
ing from a barren soil and a bitter sea have 
qualities of strength the rest of us never 
acquire. This is the country and _ these 
the people that have inspired the author’s 
best work to date. 


THE PETER TOWNSEND STORY. Nor- 
man Barrymaine. Dutton, $3.95. 
The true facts surrounding the world- 
stirring romance of Princess Margaret and 
the divorced commoner, Peter Townsend, 
are revealed by his close personal friend. 
The political and religious factors which 
influenced the princess’ decision to renounce 
Peter, and the historical background of the 
Royal Marriages Act of 1772 are fully pre- 
sented. The book ends with the implication 
that the story of Margaret and Peter is 
not yet ended and that the future may yet 














see them “married and living happily ever 
after” in the true manner of fairy stories. 


THE PIG IN THE BARBER SHOP. 
H. Allen Smith. Little, Brown, $3.95. 


Presumably classified under travel. Those 
of you familiar with this author’s works 
will know that his handling of the subject 
is anything but orthodox. You will know, 
also, that some of the language is strong 
and colorful, to say the least. Nevertheless, 
beneath the account of these experiences in 
Central Mexico lies a hard core of genuine 
feeling for the country and its people. Of 
particular note are his comments on bull- 
fighting. 


QUIET, YELLED MRS. RABBIT. Hilda 

Cole Espy. Lippincott, $3.75. 
A new author who writes with the skill of 
a veteran. There are some experiences in 
life labelled: “Adults not admitted unless 
accompanied by children.” The author has 
not only made the best of this, but also 
found the best of life because of it. The 
sensitive understanding of the depths of 
parenthood is never labored, but is always 
fun. 


REVEILLE FOR A PERSIAN VILLAGE. 
Najmeh Najafi with Helen Hinckley. 
Harper, $4.00. 

The charming author of PERSIA IS MY 

HEART tells of her return to her native 

country after study in America and her 

work in the small village of Sarbandan. 

Love and devotion, combined with intel- 

ligence, play a large part in her efforts to 

overcome age-old habits and her battle 
against disease and illiteracy. Told with 
simplicity and spiced with humor, the story 
presents a revealing picture of one of the 
troubled areas of the world. Also, it is 
valuable for us to learn “firsthand” of some 
of the real accomplishments of United 
States aid programs such as Point Four, 
The Ford Foundation, and others. 


SOME THINGS WORTH KNOWING. 
Stuart Chase. Harper, $3.95. 

The contention of this book is that man 

has come to the point of over-specializa- 

tion. We must have a certain amount of 

general knowledge and useful information 

about all the aspects of life to be able to 
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retain any sense of proportion. Ours has 
become an age overbalanced in the tech- 
nologies and weak in the humanities. A 
book to stimulate almost any reader.. 


*A TOOL IN HIS HAND. Ann M. Har- 
rison. Friendship Press, $2.75. 


As a mission doctor, Paul W. Harrison 
spent more than forty years in the Arabian 
peninsula ministering to the physical and 
spiritual needs of the people. His wife, who 
has served many years in the mission field 
herself, tells the inspiring story of his life 
from boyhood to the present home in 
Florida where he is still active in medicine. 
Another revealing picture of conditions in 
under-developed countries. 


WAR AND PEACE IN THE SPACE AGE. 
Lt. General James M. Gavin. Harper, 
$5.00. 

For the average man on the street General 

Gavin presents a disturbing but not hope- 

less picture of the preparedness situation 

in the U. S., particularly with reference to 
the missile and satellite programs. Formerly 
the Army’s Chief of Research and Develop- 
ment he retired from the service in order 
to speak his mind freely. He warns that we 
are already three years into what is termed 

“The Decade of Decision: 1955-1965,” with 

serious lags in the above programs but what 

is more precarious, a lag in policy-making 
at top level. 


*THE WILDEST GAME. Peter Rhyiner, 
as told to Daniel P. Mannix. Lippincott, 
$4.95. 

The hair-raising and thrilling experiences of 

a Swiss-born animal collector who, often 

accompanied by his beautiful Eurasian 

wife, ranged through South America, India, 

Southeast Asia, Indonesia, East and West 

Africa in search of wild game for the zoos 

of the world. Attracted to this field at an 

early age, Peter Rhyiner became an expert 
under the training of the famed Lothar 

Behrend, and today is one of the four re- 

maining collectors who handle large ship- 

ments of animals. 


*WILLIAMSTOWN BRANCH. Robert L. 
Duffus. Norton, $3.75. 

The author takes us on a guided tour of 

his hometown as it was in 1898. These 

memories of a ten-year-old are pungent 
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as wood smoke and colorful as Vermont 
hills in autumn. Williamstown of sixty 
years ago comes alive for us and we feel 
regret that this way of life is only a 
memory. All New England libraries will 
want this for their permanent collection. 


*A YANKEE’S ODYSSEY. James Wood- 
ress. Lippincott, $5.95. 

Subtitled “The Life of John Barlow,” the 
story deals with a man to whom history 
has not heretofore, allotted a very promi- 
nent place. His active career, however, dur- 
ing and following the American Revolu- 
tion, would seem to warrant this belated 
attention. He was indeed a man of many 
parts. Poet, lawyer, business man in Europe, 
political journalist, diplomatic emissary to 
the Barbary Coast, Minister to France; 
through his adventures we witness such 
stirring events as the American and French 
Revolutions and the debacle of Napoleon’s 
retreat from Russia. 


CHILDREN’S BOOKS 
FOR THE YOUNGEST 
by 
Emit W. ALLEN, JR. 


Assistant State Librarian 
Concord, N. H. 


THE BRAVE COWBOY. Joan W. Ang- 
lund. Harcourt, $1.95. 


One day’s bloodcurdling adventures of a 
wee small cowpoke. In between brushing 
his teeth, feeding the cat, and saying his 
prayers, he hunts buffalo, rescues a fair 
maiden, and shoots a rattlesnake. With his 
real-life surroundings drawn in black, and 
his imaginings superimposed in red, this 
story captures the make-believe world of 
any little boy who dreams of the Wild 
West. Exists there a boy who does not? 


CLEAN CLARENCE. Priscilla & Otto 
Friedrich, ill. by Louis Slobodkin. Loth- 
rop, $2.95. 


Poor Clarence was a most unpiggy porker. 
While his mother and the other piglets joy- 
fully slurped at the trough, Clarence turned 
up his nose and said, “What a messy way 
to eat. How unsanitary ! How unpleasant!” 
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As a result he almost starved, but he event- 
tually succeeded in going on to cleaner 
things, ending as a be-perfumed TV star. 
This antiseptic existence also palled on him, 
so he returned to the farm where he be- 
came both a happy and a (most of the 
time) clean pig. 


WIDE AWAKE AND OTHER POEMS. 
Myra C. Livingston, ill by Jacqueline 
Chwast. Harcourt, $2.25. 

A child’s world of ordinary wonderful 
things is delightfully sung in simple yet 
perceptive poems such as: “I can _play/ 
in the prickly hay/ and I can find/ where 
the chickens lay/ and take off my shoes/ 
and stay/ and stay/ in the tickly hay/ on 
a rainy day.” Either to read or to be read 
from, this will be as popular as the au- 
thor’s earlier WHISPERS. 


OUR LARGEST ANIMALS. Morton S. 
Malter, ill by Dirk Gringhuis. Whitman, 
$2.00. 

The be-clawed Komodo dragon, the squirt- 

ing squid, the plumed ostrich, the lumber- 

ing Galapagos tortoise, the trumpeting ele- 
phant, the sulphurbottom whale, the python 
who doesn’t chew his food properly; all 
are found in this simple and authorita- 
tive book. Similar to the author’s OUR 

TINIEST ANIMALS, it dispels many com- 

mon myths. Realistic and colorful draw- 

ings. 


THE SANDMAN WHO LOST HIS SAND. 
Nancy Moore, ill. by Edward Leight. 
Vanguard, $2.95. 

“The children jigged and hopped and gig- 

gled, they stood on their heads and snorted 

and sniggled,” because now that there was 
no sand, they need not go to bed. It wasn’t 
long before they tired of this and soon 

“., . all they did was holler and _ yell, 

‘We want to sleep. We don’t feel well!” 

After a long search, Sandy discovers his 

sand and soon everyone is sound asleep 

again—including Sandy. The rhythm of the 
text and the whimsical illustrations com- 
bine to make this a perfect bed-time book. 


HOW ST. FRANCIS TAMED THE 
WOLF. Elizabeth & Gerald Rose. Har- 
court, $2.75. 


The bloodthirsty wolf of Gubbio has the 

















entire populace terrified until good St. 
Francis comes riding in on his donkey (com- 
plete with a monogrammed saddle). As in 
the famous old legend upon which this new 
version is based, St. Francis easily tames 
him. The wolf, even at his most vicious, 
really doesn’t look too menacing. He cer- 
tainly needs to have his hair combed, 
though. Brilliantly colored illustrations done 
in an appropriately child-like style. 


FOR OLDER BOYS AND GIRLS 


Mrs. RACHEL SANBORN, 
Extension Librarian 
Exeter Branch, N. H. State Library 


BLUEPRINT FOR TEEN-AGE LIVING. 
William C. Menninger and others. Ster- 
ling, $2.75. 

Teen-age problems discussed by authorities 
in their fields, with practical advice on sub- 
jects of vital importance to adolescents. 
Emphasizing the importance of well- 
adjusted maturity, the authors give sound 
advice on personality development, emo- 
tions, handling tensions, meeting and cop- 
ing with temptations and building a good 
philosophy of life. 


HOLD BACK THE HUNTER. Dale White. 
John Day, $3.50. 


The Yellowstone Expedition of 1870 ex- 
plored the wonders which Jim Bridger had 
described and resulted in the establishment 
of our first National Park. This story is 
fictional as told through the experiences of 
Young Gabe, but other characters and 
events are authentic as recorded in diaries 
and early newspapers. True adventure in 
a most interesting historical story. 


MILLIONS OF YEARS AGO. Edwin H. 
Colbert. Crowell, $2.75. 


This graphic account of prehistoric life in 
North America traces the history of living 
creatures from the early fishes, dinosaurs 
and other mammals. Describing a fossil- 
hunting expedition, a famous paleontologist 
tells how they secure fossils and how they 
interpret their findings to piece together 


the details of early life. Interesting illustra- 
tions. 
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PUBLICITY GIRL. Robin McKown. Put- 
nam, $2.75. 


Edwina Fiske is determined to succeed in 
the publicity field but starts as a secretary 
for a publicity firm and finds herself in 
an exciting world. Through hard work and 
observation, she achieves her ambition, 
meets interesting people, makes friends and 
finds romance. A good career story for 
older girls. 


SATELLITE OF THE SUN. Athelstan 
Spilhaus. Viking, $3.50. 

An authoritative and very readable intro- 
duction to “the science of the earth and its 
surroundings” which discusses the hot liquid 
metal center, the earth’s crust, the ocean, 
the atmosphere and the outer or exosphere, 
as well as allied subjects such as cosmic 
rays, meteors, airglow and scientific in- 
struments used. The final chapter describes 
how the information gained can and will 
be used. Excellent illustrations and well 
indexed. 


THE VOICE OF LIBERTY. Eve Mer- 
riam. Farrar, $2.95. 


“T lift my lamp beside the golden door.” 
These words written by Emma Lazarus, a 
young Jewish poet of American ancestry, 
are inscribed on the pedestal of the Statue 
of Liberty and signify the spirit of her life 
which she spent helping her people and all 
people. Through her spirited and gifted 
pen, she dedicated her life to the cause of 
liberty and freedom. An interesting biog- 
raphy and good historical material on the 
Statue of Liberty. 


THE GREAT BARRIER REEF. Mary 
Ellen Patchett. Bobbs, $3.00. 

An Australian family spends an exciting 
holiday exploring the great coral reef which 
lies along the northeast coast of Australia. 
A fascinating story of adventure unfolds as 
the young heroine explores the beauties and 
dangers of the abundant tropical life, cele- 
brates Christmas with a native feast called 
a kummaorie, and discovers friends and 
treasures in this strange wonderland. 


THE LIVING FOREST. Jack McCormick. 
Harper, $3.95. 


The teeming activity of the forest is brought 
to life in this interesting study of the living 
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community of plants and animals which 
comprises our forests. The _ constantly 
changing conditions of climate, soil, dis- 
ease, and animal activity are discussed, as 
well as types of trees in our North Ameri- 
can forests, and there is a_ fascinating 
chapter on “Stories a stump can tell.’”’ Clear 
text, excellent illustrations, and well indexed. 


MICKEY MANTLE OF THE YANKEES. 
Gene Schoor. Putnam, $2.95. 


An action-packed biography of the amazing 
career of a young rookie who has become 
the powerful switch hitter for the New 
York Yankees. It is a story, too, of courage 
and determination as Mickey has overcome 
injury and disease, adjusted to the tensions 
of major league play, and batted his way 
to become one of the “greats” in baseball. 


RIDERS OF THE PONY EXPRESS. 

Ralph Moody. Houghton, $1.95. 
This authentic account of the Pony Express 
as it raced 1,966 miles from St. Joseph, 
Missouri, to San Francisco, is a story of 
the fearless courage of the young riders, the 
hardships they endured, and the dangers 
they faced to carry their mail bags through 
from one relay station to the next. A new 
title in the North Star Books—historical 
stories written for young people by an 
authority on the subject. 


A SCIENTIST OF TWO WORLDS: 
LOUIS AGASSIZ. Catherine Owens 
Peare. Lippincott, $3.95. 


Recognized on two continents for his 
achievements in the field of natural history, 
Louis Agassiz is of particular interest to us 
because of the work he did during his years 
in Boston. Famous for his studies of fossil 
fishes and the glacier age, he was appointed 
professor of zoology at Harvard in 1848 
and created great interest through his teach- 
ing and scientific expeditions. 


THE SEA AROUND US. Rachel Carson. 
Simon and Schuster, $4.98. 


This special edition adapted for young 
readers by Anne Terry White is of out- 
standing value with its extensive coverage 
of the sea, describing the plant and animal 
life, tides and weather, mountains and 
rivers and numerous other related subjects. 
Profusely illustrated in color, this is ex- 
cellent reference material as well as good 
reading, and is highly recommended. 


FOR THE MIDDLE GROUP 


CuartEes D, MAvRER, Jr. 
Extension Librarian 
Keene Branch, N. H. State Library 


BENJAMIN FRANKLIN. Jokn Tottle, ” 
HORACE MANN. Cecile P. Edwards, | 
JOHN SMITH. Miriam E. Mason. ] 
JUAN PONCE DE LEON. Bernardine ” 

Bailey. ; 


THE BORROWERS AFLOAT. Mary | 
Norton. Harcourt, $2.75. 


In this account of their latest adventures, © 
the tiny Borrowers visit relatives in an old 7 
cottage, and for a while live in relative 
security. The news that the cottage owners 7 
are leaving, however, forces the Borrowers q 
to do so, also, since to remain would mean | 
to starve. On their way to Little Fordham, © 
a model village which could be a natural © 
home for them, some of the obstacles which = 
they encounter are more than trying. A | 
fantasy which can be enjoyed by all ages. 7 


PRAIRIE WINTER. Elsie K. Field. Loth- 7 
rop, $3.00. 4 
Story of a homesteading family who left 7 
their comfortable home in Iowa to settle 
farm land in South Dakota. The decision © 
to make the big move had been made when © 
Mr. Kimmell, a railroad engineer, received | 
word that his lottery number gave him a 
quarter-section of land. Among the difficul- 
ties faced by the pioneer family were that — 
of Mamma and the children having to * 
spend a part of the winter alone when Papa * 
was called back east, and of nearly getting 
lost in a prairie blizzard. 


TIM’S MOUNTAIN. Rutherford C. Mont- | 
gomery. World, $2.95. j 


Tim, a California mountain boy, felt that 7 
his purgatory began each September and * 
lasted until the following June, when school 

was closed for the summer. For him were © 
the natural world of the forest, and its | 
animal life. The importance to Tim of an ~ 
adopted baby raccoon was underestimated 

by his Uncle, who sold the animal to a_ 
hunting party. Tim went into action im- | 
mediately, and during the course of recov- 
ering his pet found that socializing influ-- 
ences could have a happy effect upon him, | 
too. 














